
This new campaign calls on all 
coastal and ocean states to commit 
to sustainably manage 100% 
of ocean areas under national 
jurisdiction.  

The ‘100% Alliance’ will unite countries and 
partners in making commitments to protect, 
restore and sustainably manage the ocean. Led 
by the government of France, in partnership 
with the Ocean Panel, and coordinated by the  
World Resources Institute, the campaign will lead 
the charge for ambitious global action towards 
the next UN Ocean Conference (co-hosted by 
France and Costa Rica) in Nice in June 2025, and 
beyond. Its ultimate aim is to ensure that all ocean 
areas under national jurisdiction are sustainably 
managed by 2030. 

The ocean, the world’s largest ecosystem is facing 
a triple planetary crisis – from climate change, 
pollution, and overfishing. Ecosystems are breaking 
down, fish stocks are declining, and plastics are 
found in every corner of the ocean. 
These challenges cannot be addressed if some 
areas of the ocean are managed sustainably, yet 
other areas are left open to exploitation. 

Grounded in a  comprehensive evidence base  
and network of over 350 global experts, the Ocean 
Panel has set out a clear case for a sustainable 
ocean economy through 100% sustainable ocean 
management — as critical to protect the health of 
the ocean and to achieve SDG14 ‘Life below water’.

Momentum is building. The 19 member countries 
of the Ocean Panel have committed to 100% 
sustainable management of their national 
waters, guided by Sustainable Ocean Plans — a 
unifying ‘umbrella’ for ocean-related governance 
and a policy framework that facilitates holistic 
sustainable use of the ocean. The leaders of the 
Pacific Islands have committed to the goal of 
100% effective sustainable ocean management 
of the Blue Pacific Continent.  Also, Sustainable 
Ocean Plans are becoming increasingly 
recognised as critical in ensuring sustainable 
ocean management, for example under the UN, 
through the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission of UNESCO. 

The 100% Alliance campaign will focus on securing 
political pledges and commitments towards 100% 
sustainable ocean management from all coastal 
and ocean states. 

https://oceanpanel.org
https://www.wri.org
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/ocean2025
https://oceanpanel.org/the-agenda/
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal14
https://oceanpanel.org/sustainable-ocean-plans/
https://www.spc.int/ubpp#group-section-Introduction-Pg2aAkPD3U
https://www.spc.int/ubpp#group-section-Introduction-Pg2aAkPD3U


 

WHAT IS A SUSTAINABLE OCEAN PLAN?

A Sustainable Ocean Plan (SOP) is a  
comprehensive framework designed to guide  
the sustainable management of a country's ocean 
resources. It serves as a unifying "umbrella" for  
ocean-related governance, integrating existing  
and new plans, processes, and policies into a 
coherent and integrated whole. The primary goal  
of an SOP is to sustainably manage 100% of 
ocean areas under national jurisdiction, ensuring 
that economic activities are compatible with 
environmental protection.

SOPs outline actionable steps such as regulatory 
reforms, marine spatial planning, integrated coastal 
and watershed management, and the establishment 
of marine protected areas. They reconcile conflicting 
uses of the ocean by aligning diverse interests 
through policies and mechanisms that contribute to 
economic growth, biodiversity conservation, climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, and sustainable 
fish stocks. 

Implementation of an SOP will provide numerous 
economic, social, and environmental benefits across 
governments, businesses, coastal communities, 
Indigenous Peoples, and other stakeholders. 

SOPs should reflect the nine key attributes outlined 
in the Ocean Panel guide 100% Sustainable Ocean 
Management: An Introduction to Sustainable Ocean 
Plans. These attributes are: 

•	 The process should be inclusive, integrative,  
and iterative

•	 The content should be place-based  
ecosystem-based, and knowledge-based

•	 The impact should be endorsed, financed,  
and capacitated

SOPs are country-specific, and will vary given 
different country contexts, starting conditions and 
resources. All SOPs will chart a country’s course 
towards 100% sustainable ocean management, and 
will evolve over time through the iterative cycles. 

 
1. All coastal and ocean states, as members of the 100% Alliance, 
shall develop and implement their SOPs in line with international 
law and in the spirit of international and regional cooperation.

THE ASK 
 
In uniting with the 100% Alliance, 
participating nations are invited to 
commit to and champion the goal of 
sustainable management of 100% of 
ocean areas under national jurisdiction, 
guided by Sustainable Ocean Plans,  
by 20301. 

THE OFFER
 
Countries will be invited to join the  
Ocean Action 2030 coalition and access 
the support of leading global institutions 
dedicated to providing technical and 
financial assistance to develop and 
implement Sustainable Ocean Plans to 
countries that require additional resources 
and capacity. This includes access to a 
Rapid Assistance Fund to support initial 
development, for eligible countries.  

In joining this united ambition and 
committing to 100% sustainable ocean 
management, countries will take a 
collective step forward towards the 
critical targets of SDG14, to conserve 
and sustainably use the ocean, seas 
and marine resources for sustainable 
development.

The ocean gives us so much, let’s  
give it 100%. 

For more information contact  
Stephanie Ockenden and Cynthia 
Barzuna: 100alliance@wri.org.

https://oceanpanel.org/publication/100-sustainable-ocean-management-an-introduction-to-sustainable-ocean-plans/
https://oceanpanel.org/publication/100-sustainable-ocean-management-an-introduction-to-sustainable-ocean-plans/
https://oceanpanel.org/publication/100-sustainable-ocean-management-an-introduction-to-sustainable-ocean-plans/
https://www.wri.org/initiatives/ocean-action-2030
https://www.wri.org/initiatives/ocean-action-2030s-rapid-assistance-fund
mailto:100alliance%40wri.org?subject=

